
 

 

"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter.  
 

The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia. 
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes. The m aterial does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any material 
in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or take (or refrain from taking) any action.  
We do not make any warranty or representation as to the accuracy or fitne ss for purpose of any material in this Newsletter.  
In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability for negligence, for any damages or losses (includi ng, without limitation, loss of 
business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter.  
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical inaccuracies and typographical errors.  The information contains material submitted and 
created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material"  The purpose of these self-help 
gatherings is to gain a better understanding and a working knowledge of the vehicles in our charge. It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work 
carried out on these vehicles will replace the expert knowledge of those that specialise in this field. Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her 
motorcar maintained by a qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the  vehicle themselves. 
 

Please visit the Rolls -Royce Ownersô Club of Australia (Victoria Branch) website for more of our local Club news. 

www.rrocavictoria.org.au/  

 
 Report by Peter Langman and Robert Wort.; Photos by Robert Wort and Alan Jordan. 

 
 A little while back I asked Members of our team if anyone would be interested assisting me in jotting down a few 

notes and to hold down the fort in case at anytime I  was unable to attend a meeting. While this is unlikely and it hasnôt 

happened yet, one must always keep it in mind that there may be a truck out there with my name on it.  
 So I now have an apprentice in Peter Langman and with his assistance, some added information should grace these 

pages with the benefit of extra eyes and ears.  
 Ken is remembered by many Members of the Victoria Branch as the Squadron Leader of the RAAF Museum housed at 

Point Cook, the birthplace of the Australian Flying Corps, the Royal Australian Air Force and the second oldest air force in the 

world. Well, Ken has recently retired from the RAAF but he keeps himself on óactive dutyô in other fields ï namely his love of 
motorcars. 

 Ken is no stranger to the Technical Self-Help Group and since his retirement, he has become a regular attendee of 
our little soirees of the oily kind with his 1974 Corniche, previously owned by the Late Danny La Rue, the British entertainer 

who sadly passed away in May of this year. 

 When he invited us to his ótoyshopô to play with our cars, we had no idea as to what was in store for us, for this was 
no ordinary private garage. Ken bought a small factory óoff the planô in an industrial estate in the suburb of Bayswater North 

and it houses a collection of motoring memorabilia, a c ouple of Jaguars (MK II and an E Type) and two or three Vanden Plas 
Princess Rôs (Powered by the famous Rolls-Royce 4 litre, B60 series 6 cylinder engine which was primarily designed for 

military use until BMC slotted them into these motorcars). All of the se vehicles are in various stages of restoration and I 
believe that the E Type is a restoration project of one of Kenôs mates. 

 The garage has a mezzanine floor which incorporates its own lounge room and sleeping quarters in case Ken gets too 

weary to drive home after a long day of tinkering. He has a full complement of tools and a fully certified hoist, which is more 
than up to the task of lifting our heavy motorcars and of equal importance, he has a barbeque, kitchen and bathroom 

facilities; I can tell yo u ï we were green with envy.  
 Now for Peterôs Jottings: 

 The work agenda started with some investigative work on PJHôs Silver Cloud II headlamps, it seemed that he was 

getting an all or nothing option in regards to his parking lamps and headlamps when he t urned on the light switch; turn on 
the parking lamps and the headlamps also came on. A test using a circuit tester didnôt seem to trace the issue with the wiring 

and as all the earthing points were clean, it was assumed that the problem lies in the switchb ox itself ï probably something 
ridiculously simple, but as our electrical whiz kid was attending to another matter elsewhere , PJH will get him to attend to it 

later. 
 What our ówhiz kidô was attending to was Kenôs Corniche as its electric side mirror only works intermittently and Ken 

didnôt want to risk any damage to his door trim to gain access to the cabling. Mark is a dab hand at this exercise as he 

fabricated some óspecial toolsô for the job some time back. 

http://www.rrocavictoria.org.au/
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     The problem was soon identified but unfortunately it was something that couldnôt be fixed on the day as the solenoid 

was cooked. Repairs to the solenoid is not beyond a capable sparky, so Ken will leave the door trim off and get it repaired 
locally. Ken is now confident that he can reassemble the door trim himself (now he knows where all the screws, nuts and 

bolts are) and he can service other areas within the door cavity while itôs removed. 
 The problem seems to have arisen from the fact that the cable to the rear vie w mirror was seizing, due to a lack of 

lubrication and the overload became too much for the solenoid to overcome . The cable, while not entirely seized was 

incredibly hard to move. Fortunately, itôs not beyond repair and so a good clean and lube should fix it.  
 Johnôs Silver Cloud was the first car to use the hoist and he took the opportunity to change the oil and filter cartridge, 

but he also detected a minor coolant leakage which was traced to the drain tap on the side of the engine block. There is a fa ir 
amount of corrosion around the tap and the general plumbing around it  has also reached its use by date. The leak itself was 

easily fixed; the tap wasnôt fully closed but John will take the car to a radiator and coolant repair shop and replace all the  

corroded pipes and get the taps attended to (I believe this was done before I got this in print).  
 There was a myriad of small housekeeping jobs done and there were too many to list here but, as with all of our 

technical days, our motorcars left the venue in a  little bit of better condition than they arrived in.  
 

    

 

Steve (looking rather cold) and Peter Langman 

share some comments with Ken (kneeling with his back to us)  

in front of his Corniche, outside the ótoyshop.ô 

Kenôs private factory was the envy of all whom attended. 

The mezzanine houses his motoring and aircraft memorabilia as well as being 

a home away from home. 

A friendôs E Type undergoing a complete restoration. óHe who dies with the most toys, winsô 

Donôt you just love that banner? 

In the foreground is one of Kenôs Vanden Plas Princess Rôs 
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Johnôs Silver Cloud is lifted skyward for a service A view of the 4 litre Rolls-Royce B60 engine ordered from the company to 

power the Vanden Plas sedans. 

Mark keeps himself busy (as usual) tending to some electrical problems on 

Kenôs driverôs door. 

PJH also does some electrical tinkering  

on his Silver Cloud II  

Unfortunately the photo is a little blurred but the ógreen monsterô 
of corrosion is easily seen on the Silver Cloudôs drain tap. 

The dark patch on the pipe is an area that is getting very thin 
and in need of replacement. I understand that this has now 
been done.  


